256              THE COLLECTED WORKS  OF  MAHATMA  GANDHI

nationalism has, I hope, struck a different path. It wants to orga-
nize itself or to find full self-expression for the benefit and service
of humanity at large. Anyway, there is no uncertainty about my
patriotism or nationalism. God having cast my lot in the midst of
the people of India, I should be untrue to my Maker if I failed to
serve them. If I do not know how to serve them, I shall never know
how to serve humanity. And I cannot possibly go wrong so long
as I do not harm other nations in the act of serving my country.

HINDI IN BENGAL

Some lovers of Hindi are not satisfied that I insist 011 speaking
in Hindi to the audiences in Bengal and that I plead for it in sea-
son and out of season at public meetings. By the permission and
kindness of the members who were all English scholars, I spoke,
even to the select audience I had at the Bengal Sahitya Parishad's
meeting, in Hindi. But these lovers of Hindi would have me to
open Hindi classes in Bengal and carry on propaganda as I was
instrumental in doing in the Southern Presidency. I am sorry I
cannot respond. I have come to the limit of my resources. More-
over, there is a large Hindi-knowing population in Calcutta.
There are even Hindi newspapers published in that city of
palaces. It is, therefore, up to the lovers of Hindi in Calcutta to
shoulder the burden. They have both money and scholars. It is
possible for them to have Hindi classes in all the chief centres of
Bengal. My sympathy would naturally be with any such move-
ment. But the organization must be conducted by local enthu-
siasts. If the South and Bengal can be induced to take up Hindi,
the question of a common medium for all India is easily solved.
Nowhere else have I ever found any difficulty in making myself
understood through my broken Hindi or Hindustani.

TAMILNAD

The reader will recall that, in the list of Congress member-
ship under the new franchise, Tamilnad figures were given in a
lump at 1,400. I have now received a wire from the Secretary
saying that, till the end of May, there were 989 enrolled as A
class and 802 as B class members. Encouraging as this is, Tamil-
nad can easily do much better.

V. V. S. IYER

The readers of Young India will share my regret over the death
by drowning of Sjt. V. V, S. Iyer1. I had the pleasure of meeting

1 Barrister-at-law, Tamil scholar; translated the Kvml into English; wrote
comiaeetary oa Kasoba Ramayanam> etc.